National Notable Dates for the 2026 Calendar Year

The following are national days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion that raise awareness of an
issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something. Also included are national Legion
activities. Branches may wish to promote these dates or organize related activities.

Dominion Command promotes many of these dates through our social media channels. Selected
commemorative dates may be promoted on significant anniversaries.

We encourage Branches and members to share Legion national messaging from our social media
channels:

Facebook.com/CanadianLegion = X.com/RoyalCdnlLegion Instagram.com/royalcanadianlegion

JANUARY

e 1 New Years Day

e 3 Monday CAMH Blue Monday (mental health awareness)
e 24 First Legion Dominion Convention, Winnipeg (1927)

e 27 Holocaust Remembrance Day

o  Membership renewal reminders

FEBRUARY

e Black history month
e 14 Valentines Day

e Family Day (day varies by province)

e 15 National Flag of Canada Day (1965)
e 28 Gulf War ends (1991)

e lapsed member reminders

e 3 World Hearing Day

e 8 International Women’s Day

e 2"¥Monday - Commonwealth Day (RCEL support)

e 12 Canada’s military mission in Afghanistan ends (2014)
e 30 Battle of Moreuil Wood (1918)

e lapsed member reminders

e Month of the Military Child

e 1 Royal Canadian Air Force founded (1924)

e 4 NATO Accord signed (1949)

e 9 Battle of Vimy Ridge (1917) - Legion flags lowered to half mast

e 10 The Great War Veterans’ Association of Canada is formed (1917)
e 19-25 National Volunteer Week



https://www.facebook.com/CanadianLegion
https://x.com/RoyalCdnLegion
https://www.instagram.com/royalcanadianlegion/
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/
http://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-flag-canada-day.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces/persian-gulf
http://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hearing-day
https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/commemorations-celebrations/international-womens-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/important-commemorative-days/commonwealth-day.html
http://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/allied-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces/afghanistan
https://valourcanada.ca/military-history-library/battle-moreuil-wood/
http://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
https://www.canada.ca/en/air-force.html
https://www.nato.int/
https://www.vimyfoundation.ca/learn/vimy-ridge/
http://volunteer.ca/

25 Anzac Day
25 Battle of Kapyong (1951)

1°t Sunday Battle of the Atlantic (1945)

3 John McCrae wrote ‘In Flanders Fields’ poem (1915)
4-10 CMHA Mental Health Week

4 Royal Canadian Navy founded (1910)

5 Liberation of the Netherlands (1945)

8 Victory in Europe Day (1945)

10 Mother’s Day

15 First edition of The Legionary (1926)

15 International Day of Families

18 International Museum Day

18 Victoria Day

19 Canadian Army founded (1855)

21 National War Memoaorial unveiled (1939)
22-31 Memorial Cup

23 RCMP (1873)

25 Ypres (1915)

26 US Memorial Day

28 Tomb of Unknown Soldier (2000)

29 Remise du premier insigne de la Légion au Gouverneur général
29 International Day of UN Peacekeepers (1948)
31 End of South African (Boer) War (1902)

PTSD Awareness Month

Pride Month

1°* Sunday Canadian Armed Forces Day
4 Miracle at Dunkirk (1940)

6 Normandy Invasion (D-Day) (1944)
21 Father’s Day

21 National Indigenous Peoples Day

27 Canadian Multiculturalism Day

1 Beaumont Hamel (1916)

1 Repatriation of Unknown Newfoundland soldier (2024)

1 Canada Day (Legion supports Operation Canada Day)

6 The Great War Veterans’ Association adopts Poppy as symbol of Remembrance (1921)
7 Canada ceases combat operations in Afghanistan (2011)

17 Legion’s 100™" anniversary (1926)

26 Legion leads pilgrimage to Vimy unveiling (1936)

27 Korean War armistice (1953)



https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/commemoration/anzac-day/traditions
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/korean-war/kapyong_sheet
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war/battle-atlantic
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy
https://mentalhealthweek.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/navy.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/historical-sheets/netherlands
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/get-involved/liberation-80
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.canada.ca/en/army.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canada/national
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/history-rcmp?gz=
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war/canada/canada4
http://www.usmemorialday.org/
http://www.legion.ca/remembrance/promoting-remembrance/memorials-and-cenotaphs/bringing-the-unknown-soldier-home
http://www.un.org/en/events/peacekeepersday/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/boer/boerwarhistory_e.shtml
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/topics/mental-health-wellness/post-traumatic-stress-disorder/addressing-ptsd.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/historical-sheets/d-day
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/celebrate-canada/indigenous-peoples-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/celebrate-canada-days/multiculturalism-day.html
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/military-history/first-world-war/battle-beaumont-hamel
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/recently-completed/canadian-armed-forces-legacy-afghanistan/mission-timeline.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/korean-war

AUGUST

e 7-9 Legion National Youth Track and Field Championships

e 9 Canadian Peacekeepers Day

e 15 Victory over Japan (1945)

e 19 Dieppe Raid (1942)

e 22-26 50e Congrés national de la Légion a Winnipeg (2026)
e 22 Warriors’ Day Parade (1921)

SEPTEMBER

e Renewals

e 2" Sunday Firefighters’ National Memorial Day
e 2 Second World War ends (1945)

e 3 Merchant Navy Veterans Day

e 8 Battle of Medak Pocket (1993)

e 10 World Suicide Prevention Day

e 11 Attacks on September 11 (2001)

e 17 Operation Medusa (2006)

e 21 International Day of Peace

e 30 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Day
e 3"Sunday National Legion Week (Sunday through Saturday)
e 3" Sunday Battle of Britain (1940)

e 3" Friday Military Family Appreciation Day

e Last Sunday Police and Peace Officers Memorial

OCTOBER

e Renewals

e 1% week of the month National Family Week

e 1 National Seniors Day

e 10 World Mental Health Day

e 12 Thanksgiving

e 14 Van Doos anniversary (1914)

e 17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
e 24 Anniversary of United Nations (1946)

e Last Friday in October start of Poppy Campaign

NOVEMBER

e Renewals

e 1 Announcement of National Silver Cross Mother
e 5-11 Veterans’ Week

e 8 Indigenous Veterans Day

e 10 Passchendaele ends (1917)

e 11 Remembrance Day

e 11 First World War ends - Armistice Day (1918)

e 14 King Charles Ill birthday (1948)



https://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-leadership-and-sports/national-youth-track-and-field-championships
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces/peacekeeping
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war/1942-dieppe-raid
http://www.thewarriorsdayparade.ca/
https://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/second-world-war-timeline
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/historical-sheets/merchant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UySJlq92AXw&feature=youtu.be
https://suicideprevention.ca/
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2007/09/operation-medusa-the-battle-for-panjwai/
http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=c744cb070de47b7e&rlz=1C1GCEA_enCA1092CA1092&sxsrf=ADLYWIIW7G4qgtKBwLq-dESMcGCTB_9Nbw:1732544184268&q=National+Day+for+Truth+and+Reconciliation&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLVT9c3NExJK6_MzSk0VkLlPmK04BZ4-eOesJT-pDUnrzFqcnEFZ-SXu-aVZJZUCklzsUFZglL8XKg6eRaxavollmTm5yXmKLgkViqk5RcphBSVlmQoJOalKASlJufnJWfmZIKVAAAcW9ZYhwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifvqSF1veJAxXkKlkFHXLdKJUQ_coHKAF6BAghEAg
https://www.canada.ca/en/air-force/services/history-heritage/battle-britain/history.html
https://www.thememorial.ca/memorial/index/introduction
https://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/national-seniors-day.html
http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
http://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy
https://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal
http://www.legion.ca/remembrance/silver-cross-mother
https://veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/get-involved/remembrance-day-veterans-week
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/indigenous-veterans
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war/fact_sheets/passchendaele
http://www.legion.ca/remembrance/remembrance-day
https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-war/remembrance/remembrance-day/

e 18 Battle of the Somme (1916)
e 25-27 National Unity Conference (1925)
e 30 John McCrae’s birthday (1872) (In Flanders Fields)

DECEMBER

e 1 #GivingTuesday
e 3 International Day of Persons with Disabilities

e 5 International Volunteer Day

e 6 Halifax explosion (1917)

e 6 National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women
e 10 Nobel Peace Prize awarded to UN Peacekeepers (1988)

e 19 Queen Elizabeth Il grants royal patronage to the Legion (1960)

e 25 Christmas (Legion supports Operation Santa Claus)

e 25 Fall of Hong Kong (1941)

e Membership renewal reminders



http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war/fact_sheets/somme
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy
https://www.givingtuesday.org/
http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/
https://volunteer.ca/index.php?MenuItemID=327
https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/what-see-do/halifax-explosion
https://cfc-swc.gc.ca/commemoration/vaw-vff/remembrance-commemoration-en.html
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war/canadians-hong-kong
http://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal

