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ITEM 1:  OPENING / LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
The meeting of the Dominion Executive Council opened at 0830 hours on 
Saturday, 23 November 2024. 
 

ITEM 2: GRAND PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
The Grand President’s remarks are at Annex A. 
 

ITEM 3: DOMINION PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
It has been a busy few months. Best wishes to Steven Clark for a happy 
retirement.  I have attended ANAVETS convention, CIMVHR, and attended 
Remembrance Day events in Ottawa, Veterans Consultation Assembly meeting 
and met with the RCMP Commissioner.  There are a few adjustments to the 
Committee lists and they will be distributed. 
 

ITEM 4: INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 
The Dominion Grand President and the Dominion President installed the newly 
elected SEO’s and the TVS President. 
 

ITEM 5: ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
The National Executive Director reviewed the administrative arrangements for 
the meeting.  Presented as an information item only, at Annex B. 
 

ITEM 6: APPROVAL OF MINUTES/ELECTRONIC DECISIONS 
The DEC meetings last held on 24 August 2024, 29 August 2024 and 16 
October 2024.  The minutes were distributed electronically. 
 

MOTION: That the DEC minutes of 24 August 2024 be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 
 

MOTION: That the DEC minutes of 29 August 2024 be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 
 

MOTION: That the DEC minutes of 16 October 2024 be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 
ITEM 7: TREASURER’S REPORT/2025 BUDGET  

The Dominion Treasurer presented the 2025 Budget, at Annex C. 
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MOTION: That a drawdown of $100,000 from the Centennial Fund, 
with allocation to the Track and Field Program for 2025, 
be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 

 
MOTION: That the charge back to the Dominion Command Poppy 

Trust Fund directed to the Marketing and Communications 
Department budget, as well as the Marketing, Advertising 
and Promotion budget, be increased to 18%. 

 CARRIED 
 

 
MOTION: That the proposed 2025 budget be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 

ITEM 8: SENIOR OFFICER’S REPORTS 
Information Item only at Annex D. 

 
ITEM 9: NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The National Executive Director presented his report, at Annex E. 
 

ITEM 10: PRESENTATION: SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AND TRAUMA 
Donna Riguidel and Danny Brown from Survivor Perspectives made an 
introductory presentation. 

 
ITEM 11: COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

VETERANS, SERVICE AND SENIORS 
The Veterans, Service and Seniors Committee report was presented, attached 
at Annex F. 
 
POPPY & REMEMBRANCE 
The Poppy & Remembrance Committee report was presented, attached at 
Annex G. 
 

MOTION That the Veteran Support Partnership Program 
funding request of $46,200 from the Dominion 
Command Poppy Trust Fund for the BuildHERs 
program be approved for 2024 only if the funds are still 
required at this time. If the full requested amount is no 
longer needed, the Committee is recommending to 
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only approve the balance of funds that were not able 
to be raised through other sources. 

 CARRIED 
 

MOTION: That the Veteran Support Partnership Program funding 
request of $49,900 per year for 3 years from the 
Dominion Command Poppy Trust Fund for the 
EmpowHER program be approved for 2024, with 
ratification required for each of the two successive 
years. 

 CARRIED 
 

MOTION: That $50,000 from the Dominion Command Poppy 
Trust Fund for the Canadian War Museum’s Last 
Voices of the Second World War exhibition be 
approved. 

 CARRIED 
 
 

MOTION: That the funding request of $50,000 from the Dominion 
Command Poppy Trust Fund for Poppy Stories for 2025 
be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 

MOTION: That the funding request of $175,000 from the Dominion 
Command Poppy Trust Fund for marketing the Poppy 
Campaign be approved. 

 CARRIED 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
The Membership Committee report was presented, attached at Annex H. 
 

MOTION: That a complimentary one-year membership be offered 
to any new member joining the Legion during the 2026 
centenary year. For these new members, no per capita 
tax or membership fees would be collected or remitted 
at any level of the organization, including Dominion 
Command, Provincial Command, Local Branches, and 
Legion Magazine for the first year. 

 CARRIED 
 
 

MOTION: In reference to the Dominion Convention Resolution 
#307- Online Membership Application ON3, passed at 
the 49th Dominion Convention the Membership 
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Committee, based on the advice of legal counsel, 
recommends the resolution should not be carried into 
effect and as a result the Dominion President and DEC 
be guided by Section 417 of the General Bylaws in 
making the decision. 

 CARRIED 
 
SPORTS 
The Sports Committee report was presented, attached at Annex I. 

 
RITUAL, AWARDS & PROTOCOL 
The Ritual, Awards & Protocol Committee report was presented, attached at 
Annex J. 

 
CONSTITUTION & LAWS 
The Constitution & Laws Committee report was presented, attached at Annex 
K. 
 
RCEL 
The RCEL Committee report was presented, attached at Annex L. 

 
DOMINION CONVENTION 
The Dominion Convention Committee report was presented, attached at Annex 
M. 
 
DEFENCE & SECURITY 
The Defence & Security Committee report was presented, attached at Annex N. 
 

MOTION: THAT the Royal Canadian Legion request that the 
Government of Canada increase the RCMP cadet 
training allowance to align with other police service’s 
cadet training in Canada. 

 CARRIED 
 

MOTION: THAT the Royal Canadian Legion request that the 
Government of Canada establish a Canadian Public 
Safety Broadband Network (PSBN). A PSBN is 
essential to support domestic emergencies, offering a 
secure, high-speed communications network 
dedicated to public safety organizations. 

 CARRIED 
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Tom Irvine informed DEC that Quebec Command has partnered with a Service 
Dog Program and an MOU has been signed.  Tom asked if there were any 
updates on Stolen Valour and the history book of the Legion. 
 
Steven Clark put forth a recommendation.   
 

MOTION: For DEC to protect $40,000.00 of the 2024 
surplus to fund the participation of the Provincial 
Executive Directors in the April 2025 DEC. 

 CARRIED 
 
 
Berkley Lawrence presented Sharon McKeown with a vice president bar. 
 
Larry Murray gave a Bravo Zulu to Steven Clark. 
 
Bill Chafe thanked Steven Clark for his 20 years of work for the Legion. 
 

ITEM 19: ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting of the Dominion Executive Council was adjourned at 1500 
hours. 
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At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  
We will remember them.

ANTIGUA

BAHAMAS

GRENADA
CAYMAN ISLANDS

INDIA
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SRI LANKA

LESOTHO

ST LUCIA

MALTA

SIERRA LEONE

SEYCHELLES

PAKISTAN
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REMEMBRANCE across the Commonwealth

ST VINCENT

ZAMBIA

SCOTLAND

GHANA

GUYANA
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Monitoring & Evaluation Visits

This was the first visit to Guyana since 2012 and 
alongside Jamaica, was the final trip undertaken 
by RCEL Secretary General, Chris Warren before 
his retirement in 2024. 

Chris was accompanied throughout by Lt Col 
George Gomes and Mr Arno Solomon, President 
and Secretary General of the Guyana Veterans 
Legion (GVL). George has excellent relations with 
government and the Guyana Defence Force (GDF) 
and he contributes a significant amount of time and 
expense on behalf of the GVL.

Chris attended several meetings during his visit to 
Guyana: He met with Her Excellency Jane Millar OBE 
at the Residence; with Brigadier Mark Phillips, the 
Prime Minister of Guyana and with the Chief of Staff 
and Head of the GDF. All were very supportive of 
GVL and the Commonwealth Veterans Programme. 

Whilst in Guyana, Chris attended a management 
committee meeting with nine GVL members 
present. Lt Col Gomes chaired with key members 
in attendance being Lt Col Lelon Saul (1st Vice 
President), WO1 Arno Solomon (General Secretary), 
WO2 Randolph Reynolds (Chaplain) Sgt Walter 
Thomas (Treasurer) and Cpl Joy Fraser (Admin Asst). 
Chris took the opportunity to thank them for their 
hard work supporting the Commonwealth Veterans 

Programme and assisting with the continuation of a 
3-year extension to 31 March 2027. 

Chris had the opportunity to meet with many 
veterans and widows whilst in Guyana including 
Private Victor Bushe, 97. Victor joined the British 
Guyana Battalion in 1943 at the age of 18 and 

trained at Tacama Battle 
School in Guyana. He 
was deployed as a guard 
to protect the bauxite 
mines, as bauxite is 
the most common ore 
of aluminium and was 
used to make aircraft 
for the RAF. He was 
demobilised in 1946 but 
did not join the Guyana 
Defence Forces. Victor 
is one of the oldest 
surviving WW11 veterans 
supported by RCEL. He 
is very grateful for the 
support he receives 

which he uses to purchase food. He is looked after 
by his wife, Geneva at home in Guyana.

Cpl Kenneth King, 98 enlisted in 1942 and trained 
as a Radio Operator in Guyana, instructed by British 
Signallers. He was demobilised in 1946. He was 
posted to Trinidad during the War and worked with 

the Royal Navy and 
reported German 
ship deployments 
in the Caribbean, 
working in morse 
code and semaphore. 
He became Guyana’s 
first Parliamentary 
Mace Bearer and 
very much enjoyed 
his Parliamentary 
business, particularly 
the opening of 
Parliament. He 
proudly holds the 
photo of him in his 
formal dress as Mace 
Bearer. His wife died 
8 years ago, when 
he was 90 and he 
is now cared for at 

Secretary General
GUYANA

25 – 28 September 2023

Outside Coghlan House: Secretary General and Guyana Legion 
members including Lt Col George Gomes (Left of SG) and  

Mr Arno Solomon (Right of SG)

Victor Bushe

Kenneth King on the 
veranda of his home, 

proudly showing a 
photograph of his 

appointment as Guyana’s 
first Mace Bearer
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Secretary General
JAMAICA

29 Sep – 4 Oct 2023

This was the first visit to Jamaica since 2018. 
Secretary General, Chris Warren was greeted 
on arrival in Jamaica by RCEL Caribbean Project 
Officer, Johanna Lewin. RCEL Commonwealth 
Council Member for Jamaica, Dr Erica Myers-Davis 
was in Jamaica at the time and joined Chris and 
Johanna for some meetings during the visit.

The Jamaica Legion is well supported by its 
government and there is a British Defence Adviser 
on the island. The Executive Director of the Royal 
Canadian Legion (RCL), Steven Clark accompanied 
Chris throughout his visit to Jamaica to understand 
RCEL operations in Jamaica and the wider 
Caribbean, which RCL largely fund.

Steven was able to witness at first hand the 
excellent work Johanna undertakes for RCEL 
and RCL. Her networks are extensive and her 
commitment admirable.

Representational meetings were held with the 
Governor General, His Excellency Sir Patrick Allen 
and the Deputy British High Commissioner, David 
Shepherd. Other meetings took place with the 
Jamaica Defence Force CDS, Vice Admiral Antonette 
Wemyss-Gorman and the British ADA, Sqn Ldr Craig 
Pearson. 

Johanna Lewin, Erica Myers-Davis and Chris Warren 
also met with the key members of the Jamaica 
Legion to discuss the current position and progress 
made with audited accounts. Attending the meeting 

from the Jamaica Legion were Andrew Sewell 
(Chairman), Errol Mackenzie (Deputy) and Michael 
Anglin (General Secretary).

Whilst in Jamaica, Chris had the opportunity to meet 
with several veterans and widows including Pte 
Arnold Atkins, 90. Arnold served with the 1st Bn the 
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry and the Jamaica 
Regiment. He transferred to the Jamaica Defence 
Force in 1962 and served until 1968 when he retired 
as a SSgt. His happiest memory was when Jamaica 
received Independence and the JDF was formed. 

Chris Warren with Patrick Allen

SSgt Arnold Atkins

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

home by his daughter Lorraine. His son sadly died 
of Covid in 2020 whilst working as a nurse in one of 
Guyana’s hospitals. He is very grateful for the grant 
he receives as it allows him to enjoy a healthy two 
meals a day. 

This was a timely visit to Guyana and Chris was 
able to interview five potential new beneficiaries 
whilst there, though verification of service remains 
problematic.

GUYANA continued
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MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

His wife, Gloria is 88 and they have been married 
61 years. Arnold’s welfare grant enables him to 
purchase food and maintain a healthy diet. 

Chris also met with Doreen Jones-Rickard who is 
99 and a WWII veteran. She was originally from 
the Bahamas and moved to Jamaica in 1944 and 
served until 1949 when she married. She lives at 
home with her daughter, 70. Doreen has excellent 
mobility and is in remarkably good health, mobile, 
had good hearing and was completely coherent 
in conversation. She was trained in Newcastle, 
Jamaica, one of 11 women recruited at the time and 
was a LCpl on discharge. 

,

Doreen Jones-Rickard

To conclude his visit, Chris attended the Festival of 
Remembrance and Poppy Launch alongside Steven 
and Donna Clark, Erica Myers-Davis and Johanna 
Lewin. Pictured below, Johanna Lewin spoke 
and ensured that the Jamaican Legion and WWII 
veterans’ case studies were highlighted. 
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This visit provided a great opportunity for the 
Deputy Grand President, Major General Mitch 
Mitchell to gain first-hand experience of RCEL and 
KAVT operations in Malawi. It was also a timely 
visit to discuss a long-term solution for future 
RCEL operations in Malawi from 2024 onwards 
when Denis Lewis, Kings African Rifles Trust 
(KVAT) Honorary Advisor, steps down from his 
role.

Mitch arrived in Malawi a day ahead of RCEL 
Controller Welfare & Grants, Tim Burt and spent 
his first day with Denis. Accompanied by KAVT 
Chairman, Maj Gen Buxton Namwali, they made an 
office call to Zomba Garrison Commander, Colonel 
Kamanga at Cobbe Barracks and later visited the 
nearby Kings African Rifles Memorial. 

Mitch and Tim’s visit was timed to coincide with the 
distribution of the second welfare grant payment of 
the year. Veterans throughout the region gathered 
at the Memorial Homes in Zomba to receive 
their grants. KAVT Chairman, Maj Gen Namwali, 
introduced Mitch to the assembled veterans 
and their carers and with the assistance of WOI 
(Ret’d) Sword Chiwengo and Debora, his daughter, 
veterans received their grants.

Mitch and Tim had the opportunity to meet 
and chat with several veterans including Colour 
Sergeant James Maputa, 86. Known at the homes 
as ‘The Chief’, James served with 1st Battalion, Kings 
African Rifles between 1949-62. As a signaller, James 
learnt good English which remains fluent and he 
was keen to talk of his Army service, remembering 
being in Malaysia on peace-keeping duties and 
hearing of King George VI’s death and Princess 
Elizabeth’s accession. He happily remembers 
playing as a full-back for the battalion football team.

Post-war, James served as a policeman 
in Zambia. Following retirement from 
the Zambian police and faced with 
little employment prospects, James 
and family took to market gardening 
to sell fruit and vegetables. In 2011, 
James and family were allocated one 
of the Zomba retirement bungalows. 
With little military or police pension, 
James needed assistance from the 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League and now receives a modest 
welfare grant sufficient to purchase 
food to provide two meals a day. 

Deputy Grand President and 
Controller Welfare & Grants

MALAWI
22 – 27 October 2023

Deputy Grand President meeting RCEL beneficiaries, veterans of  
King’s African Rifles at Zomba Memorial Homes

CSgt James Maputa chats with Deputy 
Grand President.   

Watching on, (L) KAVT Chairman,  
Gen Buxton Namwali and  

RCEL Hon Adviser, Denis Lewis

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS
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MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

They also met Private Ibrahim Jali, 86, who served 
with 1Bn, Kings African Rifles between 1955-
1977. Ibrahim greatly enjoyed his military service 
especially duties in the Officers Mess. After service 
he was employed as a security guard at a mine in 
South Africa. He has lived at the Homes for many 
years, along with his wife and three adult children. 

Private Ibrahim Jali talking with the DGP

Following Mitch’s departure, Tim undertook a 
challenging drive to Matambo Estate to meet with 
Denis and Mary Lewis at their farmhouse home. 
During 2024 after 16 years, Denis will retire from 
the RCEL Honorary Adviser role. A way forward was 
discussed to ensure RCEL maintains an independent 
in-county oversight of KAVT to assist them to 
complete the annual welfare grant application and 
quarterly reporting. Whilst the KAVT executives 
complete their day-to-day tasks well, they would 
find it difficult to complete RCEL application and 
reporting tasks without Denis Lewis. 

It was suggested the future for RCEL operations in 
Malawi lay with the Veterans and Ex-Servicemen’s 
League of Malawi (VELOM). Since its creation 
in 2017 from its predecessor Commonwealth 
Ex-Services League of Malawi, VELOM is the 
only official organisation for all veterans and 
ex-service members in Malawi. Discussions and 
implementation of this plan are ongoing.

Whilst in Malawi, Tim also visited Balaka where he 
met with many widows who had undergone recent 
eligibility checks. KAVT’s assistant, Debora Chiwengo 
(pictured above) was pleased to inform 45 widows 
that they would be in receipt of a welfare grant in 
April 2024.

Whilst in Balaka, Tim also met several veterans, 
including Sergeant Sonny Phiri, 80. Sonny served 
as a Signaller in 1st Battalion, Kings African Rifles 
enlisting in March 1963. Post-independence, Sonny 
continued in the Malawi Rifles (King's African 
Rifles), based at Cobbe Barracks, Zomba which had 
become the headquarters of the Malawi Army.

During Army service Sonny was a keen footballer, 
playing at Number 9 for the Signals Squadron. 
After military service, with good spoken and written 
English language skills, Sonny was able to find 
employment in Blantyre, firstly as a wages clerk with 
a bottling company, later moving as a vehicle parts 
order clerk and finally as a parts supervisor. 

Despite good employment there were no pension 
or savings scheme, and Sonny is now reliant on 
RCEL welfare grants to afford food. He grows what 
vegetables he can beside his house to supplement 
his grant. 

This was a very productive visit, enabling the Deputy 
Grant President and Controller Welfare and Grants 
to meet several veterans and widows and to initiate 
the complex discussions regarding succession 
planning, to ensure continuity of welfare grant 
delivery in 2024. 
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There have been a number of changes within both 
the Defence Forces Old Comrades Association 
(DEFOCA) and British Legion Kenya (BLK) since the 
last visit by Controller Finance so this was a timely 
visit.

Controller Welfare & Grants met with the BLK 
committee. The new Chairman, former Army officer, 
Iain Brewster Ieads the team with a renewed focus 
on Askari welfare. The Askari were locally recruited 
east African soldiers serving in the armies of the 
European powers, in British forces they mostly 
served with the King's African Rifles. BLK Secretary, 
Jenny Larby will soon be retiring and will hand 
over the role to her daughter, Kerin, an existing 
committee member. This excellent arrangement will 
ensure a seamless transition of SCOWP and Agency 
administration and relationship with DEFOCA.

Whilst in Nairobi, Jenny, Kerin and Tim visited 
the Nairobi War Cemetery. This beautiful site 
was opened in 1941 and now contains 1,952 
Commonwealth burials of the Second World War. 

Accompanied by Iain Brewster, Chairman, BL(K), 
Tim met Brigadier Ronnie Westerman (Defence 
Advisor) and Cdr Ed Black (Deputy Defence Advisor 
& Chairman, Joint Committee) at the British High 
Commission to thank them for their leadership of 
the Joint Committee and support to the Askari in 
Kenya. 

During his visit to Kenya, Tim was accompanied 
by DEFOCA Managing Director Brigadier Willy 
Wesonga, to Kiambu County, around one hour 
north of Nairobi. Here Tim met with several 
veterans including Kiarie M Njoroge, 97, a British 
Army British Army veteran who served in the East 
African Army Service Corps during 1942 – 1948.  
The EAASC were part of the 11th East African 
Division, 14th Army in Burma and India.  

Training as a Signaller, Kiarie recalls his time on 
duty, transmitting and receiving messages in morse 
code and remembers some morse letters and 
messages he used to send to and from other units.  
His happiest memories 
whilst serving were 
playing his guitar to his 
army friends along with 
tunes on the piano and 
accordion.

After Army service, Kiarie 
married and had a family 
of 11 children, 3 sons 
and 8 daughters. As a 
telegrapher, Kiarie was 
employed by the East 
Africa Post Office. After 
retirement from the post 
office Kiarie farmed land 
to provide for his family. 

Controller Welfare & Grants
KENYA

27 – 31 October 2023

British High Commission, Nairobi – (L-R) Iain Brewster, 
Brig Ronnie Westerman, Tim Burt, Cdr Ed Black

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

Kiarie still plays a tune  
on his guitar



35

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

Programme Manager  
& Honorary Treasurer

SIERRA LEONE
5 – 8 November 2023

Sierra Leone is a complex country requiring 
greater oversight than many others, so this was 
the second visit in a 12-month period. The RCEL 
Programme Manager, Pasan Kularatne was joined 
by the Honorary Treasurer, Jeremy Archer.

The visit began with a meeting at the headquarters 
of Sierra Leone Ex-Servicemen’s Association (SLESA)  
in Freetown. Lt Col Fatorma Gottor is the current 
General Secretary of SLESA – but he is looking to 
retire. SLESA is still trying to achieve full recognition 
from the government, but the finances are proving 
a stumbling block while elections are continually 
delayed.

The political situation in the country is complicated: 
although there were Presidential, Parliamentary 
and Local Government elections as recently as 24 
June 2023, the results are still a matter of dispute. 
The Sierra Leone People’s Party (Green) is currently 
in power while the principal opposition party is the 
All-People’s Congress Party (Red). 

Pasan and Jeremy were able to spend time with 
Fatorma going through the records and accounts 
held in the office and check the records of veterans 

and widows. This was a lengthy process but 
reassuring to see that accurate paperwork was 
in place and the correct procedures had been 
followed. 

Later the same day, Pasan and Jeremy met with four 
veterans and 20 widows, who received their welfare 
grants with much gratitude.

The next morning, they met with a further four 
veterans and 10 widows at Waterloo, around two 
hours from central Freetown. 

These included Staff-
Sergeant Tenkeh 
Mansaray. Having 
enlisted in 1954, 
Tenkeh underwent 
basic training at 
Moa Barracks, 
Daru.  He was also 
a member of the 
Second Contingent 
to serve in the Congo 
in 1962, where he 
spent six months.  
He is in receipt 
of a Long Service 
and Good Conduct 

medal. Although he attended a driving course, 
he apparently didn’t obtain a licence so spent the 

majority of his 
military career 
in barracks’ 
maintenance, with 
responsibility for 
the grass-cutters.  
With no pension and 
no other money, 
he simply couldn’t 
manage without this 
welfare grant.  

They also met with 
Foday Korona, 83. 
Foday enlisted 
at the age of 18 
and after training 
was posted as a 
weapons training 
instructor to Nigeria 

Seven very happy widows at the SLESA Office

Staff-Sergeant Tenkeh 
Mansaray
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for three months. 
He attended three 
training courses 
in the UK during 
his military career, 
including a month-
long Officers’ and 
Warrant Officers’ 
Order Arms course. 

For a year, in 
1983-84, he was 
a member of 
the Sierra Leone 
contingent of the 
Commonwealth 
Military Training 

Team Uganda. After 44 years in the Army, he retired 
with the rank of Captain.

“The good thing about the Army is that it enabled me 
to travel a lot. Without RCEL’s funds, I would struggle, 
and I really appreciate the money.”

Whilst in Sierra Leone, Pasan and Jeremy met with 
the Deputy Minister of Defence, Colonel (Retd) 
Muana Massaquoi who assured them that he is 
committed to the SLESA election process and was 
confident that it would be resolved in a short period 
of time. 

They also visited the British High Commission (see 
photo below left) and met the High Commissioner, 
Lisa Chesney MBE (third from right), and the 
Defence Adviser, Lieutenant Colonel Gary 
Wolfenden, Royal Yorkshire Regiment (left). They 

emphasised their support for the Commonwealth 
Veterans Programme and stand by to assist if 
needed. Accompanying them were Honorary 
Advisor Sam Sahr (second from left) and Acting 
National President SLESA, Lt Col Abu Bakarr Kamara 
(far right).

Sierra Leone remains a challenging country, as 
highlighted by the attempted coup just two weeks 
after this visit. RCEL is fortunate to have Lt Col 
Fatorma as Secretary General and Sam Sahr as 
the Honorary Advisor. They ensure veterans and 
widows are well cared for and received the much-
needed welfare grants in a timely manner.

Foday Korona

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

Pasan with SLESA Secretary General  
Lt Col Fatorma Gottor
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MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS

This was the first visit to Ghana since 2019, when 
the then Programme Manager, David Thompson 
visited. Ghana has a very solid veterans’ support 
network, funded by the Ministry of Defence.  
Veterans Administration Ghana (VAG) has ten 
regional offices and three were visited during this 
trip.

On the first day of the visit, RCEL Programme 
Manager, Pasan Kularatne and Honorary Treasurer, 
Jeremy Archer met with Hon Kofi Amankwa-
Manu, Deputy Minister of Defence, and Dr Evans 
A Daikam, Chief Director, Ministry of Defence who 
expressed their gratitude to RCEL for its support 
of veterans and widows in Ghana.  Accompanying 
them were VAG Chairman General Yacche, VAG 
Executive Director, Captain Duah, Gabre Jerriff, 
Derrick Cobbinah and Bright Segbefia – pictured 
below.

Pasan and Jeremy were privileged to sit in the 
front row at the Remembrance Day Service at 
the Christiansborg Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery, Osu-Accra on 11 November. They later 
attended a Remembrance Day lunch hosted by the 
British High Commissioner. 

Pasan and Jeremy met with many veterans and 
widows during this visit and were able to assist 
with the disbursement of the second welfare grant 
payment to 15 veterans and 59 widows at the VAG 
Hall in Accra. These included Fanny Anthonio, 87 
who is the widow of GC 18906 Sergeant Joseph  
 

 

Programme Manager  
& Honorary Treasurer  

GHANA
9 – 16 November 2023

GC 18906 Sergeant Joseph 
Crosay Anthonio

Mrs Fanny 
Anthonio 
with her son
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Crosay Anthonio.  He enlisted in the Royal West 
African Frontier Force at Akwatie on 1 October 
1939, less than a month after war had been 
declared, served with 37 (West Africa) General 
Hospital and took part in the East African Campaign 
1940-41.  Having served for a total of 5 years and 
360 days, Sergeant Anthonio was discharged on 25 
September 1945.

They also met with Christian Woode, 104, (pictured 
below). Christian enlisted in 1942 and was posted 
to 5th Field Ambulance, Royal West African Frontier 
Force (RWAFF), part of 82nd (West Africa) Division.  
He told me: “I was a footballer and represented the 
RWAFF.  I wore the number 7 and they used to call me 
‘The Butterfly’.  I served in Burma and was discharged 
from the Army on 17 February 1946.  After the war, I 
taught nursing at Korlebu Teaching Hospital in Accra.  
I retired first at the age of 50, but they re-engaged 
me, and I finally retired in 1999.  I am grateful for my 
welfare grant.  I manage to get three meals a day and 
eat rice, plantain, yam and a little fish.”  

Christian Woode

Towards the end of the visit, Pasan and Jeremy 
drove to Kumasi – a five-hour journey to the central 
region. They were greeted by 6 veterans and 14 
widows at VAG Hall in Kumasi.  In total during this 
visit, they were able to assist with the payment 
of  welfare grants to 94 beneficiaries in Ghana. A 
final meeting with VAG concluded the visit, which 
was an opportune time to thank Derrick Cobbinah, 
RCEL West Africa Project Officer whose contract 
had ended. Derek’s in-country connections and 
military experience proved invaluable in  enhancing 
RCEL’s relationships with The Gambia, Sierra Leone, 
Ghana, Cameroon and Uganda, the countries within 
his remit.  

RCEL is fortunate to work alongside VAG in Ghana, 
an organisation that prioritises the welfare of its 
veterans and widows.

RCEL Honorary Treasurer and Programme Manager 
laying a wreath

MONITORING & EVALUATION VISITS
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RCEL’s 35th Conference will take place in Ottawa 
in 2025. Likely to be the final RCEL conference, it 
will run over five days between 28th June – 3rd 
July which includes Canada Day on 1st July.

The Conference will be hosted by The Royal 
Canadian Legion, and we are grateful to them 
for their support and input. This is a particularly 
significant Conference as the Member 
Organisations determine the future of RCEL  
beyond 2027.  

A Conference Steering Group has been formed 
and is finalising the programme and will select the 
Resolutions to be discussed. The Programme will 
follow a similar format to the 34th Conference held 
in London.  Member Organisations will not be asked 
to present a report on their activities, but instead 
will be asked to contribute to Regional Discussions.

Alongside a full two days of business sessions, 
there will be a Remembrance ceremony at the 
National War Memorial, the opportunity to view 
the Changing of the Guard, a visit to the Senate and 
participation in Canada Day celebrations.

Looking Ahead to Canada 2025

National War Memorial

 
Rideau Canal, Ottawa 

  
The Senate of Canada

In partnership with the Royal Canadian 
Legion, we look forward to welcoming 
Member Organisations to Ottawa for 
what promises to be one of the most 
memorable and pivotal Conferences in 
the League’s history.
Please direct any Conference queries to  
hyoung@commonwealthveterans.org.uk
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Founder Members Reports

The Returned and Services League (RSL) of Australia 
continues to lobby for enhanced benefits, treatment 
and the welfare of veterans and serving members of 
the Australian Defence Force (ADF). 
The RSL remained actively engaged with the Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide 
throughout 2023. Since July 2021 until submissions 
closed in October 2023, the Commission received over 
5000 submissions. RSL Australia welcomes the release 
of the Commissioners final report in late 2024. 
A key activity, following the success of the inaugural 
National Ex-service Organisations (ESO) Forum held 
in 2022, was the facilitation of two further National 
Forums for ESOs, bringing the ESO sector together to 
discuss collaborating to form a Peak Body to better 
support Royal Commission outcomes. 
The RSL continues to place a significant importance on 
policy priorities that concern the veteran community. 
This year we advocated for and lodged submissions 
to the Australian Government on new Aged Care 
Legislation, addressing specific gaps in the proposed 
legislation to improve outcomes for veterans, widow(er)
s and their families, and a joint submission in support 
of the extension of non-liability health care to all those 
serving in the ADF reserve forces. We also reconstituted 
our Defence and National Security Committee, to 

provide input to the national security conversation, 
amidst the changing geopolitical situation. 
RSL Australia continued to proudly support the 
Australian Forces Overseas Fund (AFOF) Care Packages 
initiative. Twice during the year, RSL Australia with 
volunteers from RSL sub-branches, prepared hundreds 
of care packages for members of the ADF and the 
Australian Federal Police deployed overseas on military 
operations. 
A strong focus for the RSL is in the promotion of 
wellbeing opportunities for veterans and families. This 
was achieved through the expanded roll out of the RSL 
Active initiative by supporting various events including 
the RSL Remembrance Ride, an annual cycling event 
that provides an opportunity for veterans to challenge 
themselves in a supportive environment.
The RSL supported many key anniversaries and 
commemorations including the 50th anniversary of 
the end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. 
Our commitment to the major observances of Anzac 
Day and Remembrance Day remains strong and as the 
nation’s largest ESO, we proudly continue to lead and 
support these commemorative services around the 
country.
We look forward to supporting our veteran community 
throughout 2024.

THE RETURNED &  
SERVICES LEAGUE  
OF AUSTRALIA

Left to right:

National President: 
Major General Greg Melick AO RFD 
FANZCN SC (Retd)      

Chief Executive Officer: 
Brigadier Philip Winter AM CSC ADC

THE ROYAL 
BRITISH LEGION Left to right:

National Chairman RBL: 
 Jason Coward

Director General RBL:  
Mark Atkinson

Since joining the Royal British Legion in early 2024, 
I have been impressed by the breadth and support 
for veterans of His Majesty's Armed Forces and their 
loved ones. Our global network of partners, and in 
particular the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Service League 
(RCEL), ensures that much needed and deserved aid is 
delivered to those who need it most. 
It is important and appropriate to celebrate the good 
work of RCEL last year, and in particular their pivotal 

role in the UK Armed Forces-charity sector. Without 
their assistance, we would not have been able to 
support beneficiaries in 59 countries.
 On behalf of our trustees, Members, staff, volunteers 
and beneficiaries, I am pleased to offer my 
congratulations and gratitude for another year of life-
changing partnership.
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THE ROYAL 
BRITISH LEGION 
SCOTLAND Left to right:

National Chairman: Lieutenant 
Commander Martyn Hawthorn MBE RN
Chief Executive: Dr Claire Armstrong OBE

2023 was another exceptionally busy year for Legion 
Scotland with a strong focus on reviewing our current 
strategy for a more sustainable future.  Alongside 
the full strategic review undertaken, the day-to-day 
business of Remembrance, comradeship and support 
for our veterans and their families continued.
We were incredibly honoured to be involved in the 
Kings Coronation in London on the 6th of May 2023 
with our National Parade Marshal and Area Standard 
Bearers in attendance for the occasion and saw many 
of our Branches and Clubs across Scotland mark 
the Bank Holiday weekend with great dignity and 
pageantry. 
Throughout this year we have focused on continuing 
to deliver support to veterans and their families 
through our comradeship activities, pensions and 
advocacy service and our Veterans Community 
Support Service. We have also been examining our 
Governance practices, Trustee skills and training and 
how the organisation needs to evolve to ensure it 
remains relevant and viable. With the formation of our 
Strategic Transformation Committee a full review of the 
organisational structure and its effectiveness is now 
underway and will continue into 2024 and beyond.
Support and training for our Branches and Clubs has 
also been a focus this year and we have over the last 
12 months be surveying them all to gather information 
on the current challenges and successes they are all 

facing. The feedback received has helped shape the 
strategy approved by the Trustees in September 2023 
and will form the basis for a series of online training 
sessions in 2024.
We have delivered a full and varied programme of 
events throughout this year including, Remembrance 
2022, the Best Kept War Memorial Competition 
Anzac Day, Scottish American Memorial Service, 
National Standard Bearing Competitions and marking 
key military commemorations including the Korea 
70th Anniversary. It is truly a collaborative effort to 
ensure that we are annually delivering the events our 
community wish to support and attend.
Our relationship with Poppyscotland and our 
collaboration on Remembrance, commemorations 
and fundraising has continued. Our membership once 
again provided excellent support for the annual Poppy 
Appeal in November 2022 raising more than £596,000. 
This money ensures that vital support and services 
for our veterans and their families in Scotland can 
continue all year round.
We have continued to reach out to those facing 
isolation and loneliness and are ensuring that we 
recognise the part we must play in a wider national 
network of military and other charities.
It remains our pleasure and privilege to be part of 
the wider Royal Commonwealth Ex-Service League 
community. 

The commitment of The Royal Canadian Legion’s 
RCEL Committee continues to be the support of 
Veterans and widows in the Caribbean countries 
whose organizations and governments are unable to 
provide full care for their needs. In addition to this 
direct benevolent support, the Legion also provides 
remembrance supplies to member organizations to 
assist with their local Poppy Appeal campaigns.

Our ability to fulfill the needs of Caribbean veterans 
and widows directly correlates with the remarkable 
generosity of Legion branches, who consistently 
contribute to our fund annually. In 2023, these 
contributions amounted to $242,182.20 CAD 
(£145,000), a commendable figure considering that 
donations in non-dominion convention years typically 
tend to be lower. For context, in our last dominion 

THE ROYAL 
CANADIAN 
LEGION

Left to right:

Dominion President:  
Mr Bruce Julian

National Executive Director:   
Mr Steven Clark CD
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The South African Legion continues our work through 
our branches & members all over South Africa and 
provides Communication and assistance to our twelve 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-service League & forty-three 
National War Fund (NWF) beneficiaries by way of 
monthly payments, welfare applications and moral 
support when needed. Starting from April 2024, the 
shift to collaborate directly with the RAFBF and RNBT 
for their beneficiaries was initiated, following their 
departure from the RCEL. The remaining beneficiaries 
for these charities are thirteen for the RAFBF and three 
for the RNBT. Our commitment to these charities and 
their remaining beneficiaries residing in South Africa 
remains steadfast.  
We eagerly anticipate our upcoming Congress, 
scheduled for September 2024. Following the 

retirement of Lt Col Christopher Warren, we are also 
excited about the forthcoming visit of David Thompson 
to South Africa, in his new role as the Secretary General 
of the RCEL. 
South Africa continues to grapple with persistent 
power outages, known as “Loadshedding”, and other 
unexpected power disruptions. These interruptions 
occasionally impact our office operations and branch 
work. However, the hardest hit are our beneficiaries, 
particularly the elderly, who face the approaching 
winter. 
Despite any challenges we may encounter, we, as 
South Africans and members of the SA Legion, are 
resolute in maintaining our strength while traversing 
any challenges.

THE  
SOUTH AFRICAN 
LEGION

Left to right:

National President:  
LGR Brian Smith
National Secretary: 
Izelle Potgieter

convention year, 2021, we received $348,289.05 CAD 
(£208,000). With this consistent support, our fund is 
well-positioned to sustain assistance to beneficiaries 
for the foreseeable future, as long as there remains a 
need to aid pre-independence veterans and widows.
In 2023, we disbursed $133,691.82 CAD (£89,000) in 
direct benevolent aid to a total of 35 Commonwealth 
veterans and widows in the Caribbean, spanning 
regions such as Antigua, Bahamas, Trinidad & Tobago, 
and Tobago. Additionally, the Legion allocated 
$22,132.27 CAD (£13,000) towards Poppy and 
Remembrance materials, along with $15,795.74 CAD 
(£9,500) for shipping, aiding Caribbean branches in 
conducting their own Poppy fundraising campaigns 
and organizing Remembrance Day ceremonies.
Continuing our commitment, we maintained our 
annual grant of $5,500.00 (£3,300) to the Curphey 
Home in Jamaica. Furthermore, we allocated 
$15,950.00 CAD (£9,600) in grants to branches to assist 
with administrative equipment costs, enhancing their 
technological capabilities and reporting efficiency.

Site visits were conducted by Legion representatives 
to Antigua, Jamaica, and the Bahamas. These visits 
included interactions with beneficiaries and branch 
administrators, ensuring the proper allocation of funds. 
Additionally, via a Legion cruise, visits were made to 
St. Lucia and Barbados, where coordination of Poppy 
campaigns and the administration of raised funds 
were reviewed with branch representatives. Each visit 
revealed profound appreciation and gratitude from 
beneficiaries and administrators alike.
The Legion, alongside its leadership, branches, and 
members, takes immense pride in the ongoing support 
provided to the RCEL and the assistance extended to 
Commonwealth veterans and widows in the Caribbean.
Furthermore, the Legion is honoured to support RCEL 
in the coordination of the 35th conference for The 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League, scheduled 
for 28 June – 2 July 2025 in Ottawa, Canada. Planning 
and coordination efforts are well underway to ensure 
this event is not only memorable but also a resounding 
success.
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THE ROYAL  
NEW ZEALAND 
RETURNED AND 
SERVICES’ ASSOCIATION 
(INC)

National President: Sir Wayne (Buck) Shelford KNZM, MBE (left)
Board Chair: Major General (Retired) Martyn Dunne CNZM QSO (middle)
Chief Executive: Colonel (Retired) Marty Donoghue 

The last 12 months have represented a year of 
realisation for the Royal New Zealand RSA. Starting 
with National Council where as an organisation we 
came together and identified the need for change, and 
developed the concept of RSA 2030. 
RSA 2030 is the blueprint for our future. It sets the 
direction for our organisation and will ensure we 
remain viable, relevant and that we are delivering 
on our core purpose – improving the wellbeing of 
veterans and their whānau. Everything we do must be 
underpinned by the pillars of remembrance, support 
and advocacy. 
The National President represented New Zealand at a 
number of significant commemorations. Some of the 
highlights include the ceremonies held at Pukeahu 
(New Zealand’s National War Memorial and the where 
the Unknown Warrior rests) for Vietnam Veterans’ Day, 
for veterans of Malaya, Malaysia and Borneo, for the 
Merchant Navy and for a number of visiting heads of 
state The National President attended the rededication 
of the Citizens War Memorial in Christchurch. 
The National President also took part in presentations 
of medals to the families of the 28th Māori Battalion 
members. These were incredibly moving ceremonies 
and an important part of making amends for the poor 
treatment of these servicemen on their return from 
World War II. 
Overseas the National President represented the RSA 
at the opening of the Le Quesnoy Museum in France 

which honours the actions of New Zealanders during 
the liberation of their town near the end of World 
War One. He also attended the Invictus Games in 
Dusseldorf and as Patron of NZDF rugby, supported 
the NZDF Rugby Team at the World Military Rugby 
tournament hosted by France. 
The RSA established a Veterans’ Employment Service, 
which is a pilot programme in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Social Development. Our support 
volunteers have been hard at work delivering the 
Veterans Health and Wellbeing Framework leading to 
the Minister of Veterans publicly acknowledging our 
role in the practical delivery of the framework within 
the community. 
The RSA has continued to develop opportunities to 
represent the interests of New Zealand's veterans of 
military service. Our advocacy has been focused on 
improving and encouraging the government to revise 
the discriminatory legislation in place for veterans. The 
RSA also had the privilege to present to the Defence 
Review Board, providing input into the review of 
conditions of service for those currently within the 
Defence Force.  
The RSA was very privileged to receive formal 
acknowledgement from Buckingham Palace that His 
Majesty, King Charles III has announced patronage 
of the Royal New Zealand Returned and Services 
Association. 
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Member Organisations of RCEL
and their UK based representatives on the Commonwealth Council

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
EX-SERVICEMEN ASSOCIATION
HE The High Commissioner for Antigua  
and Barbuda -  
The Revd Canon I St C Richards JP BA (Hons)

RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF 
AUSTRALIA LIMITED
* Brigadier AW Freemantle CBE DBA 
Colonel K Farrar

BRITISH LEGION - BAHAMAS BRANCH
Mrs M Gordon-Roe MBE

BANGLADESH ARMED SERVICES BOARD
Defence Adviser, Bangladesh High 
Commission

BARBADOS LEGION OF RCEL
Lieutenant Colonel DA Sullivan

BELIZE EX-SERVICES LEAGUE
* Colonel JM Bowles MBE (to 06/12/23) 
Miss Y Best

BERMUDA LEGION
Mrs C Everson MBE

BOTSWANA VETERANS LEAGUE
Colonel I Mills MBE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Ms L Atkins 
* Mr J Coward

FRATERNAL UNION OF CAMEROON 
EX-SERVICEMEN OF THE CROWN
Defence Adviser, Cameroon High 
Commission 
Mr J Hombo

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
* Mrs E Watkins DL

CAYMAN ISLANDS VETERANS 
ASSOCIATION
Lieutenant Colonel L R Rotchell

DOMINICA LEGION OF RCEL
Mr H Moore MBE

ESWATINI EX-SERVICEMEN’S WELFARE 
ASSOCIATION
Mr P Gooday 

RETURNED SOLDIERS AND EX-
SERVICEMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF FIJI
HE The High Commissioner for Fiji

RCEL (THE GAMBIA LEGION)
* Mr T Case

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, GHANA
Defence Adviser, Ghana High Commission 
* Colonel PA Davis CBE (to 06/12/23)

FORCES HELP GHANA (FHG)
* Colonel PA Davis CBE (to 06/12/23)

GRENADA LEGION OF RCEL
Mr N Hamilton

GUYANA VETERANS LEGION
Ms C Taylor

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION (HONG KONG 
AND CHINA BRANCH)
Mr A Liardet 
* Colonel MJ Winarick OBE

INDIAN EX-SERVICES LEAGUE New Delhi
Colonel AAA Beattie 
* Mrs E Strouts

EX-SERVICES ASSOCIATIONS OF INDIA 
Chennai (incl Bangalore & Deccan)  
and Mumbai
Captain R Sale OStJ

EAST INDIA CHARITABLE TRUST
Kolkata

JAMAICA LEGION RCEL
Doctor E Myers-Davis DBA FRSA MBus 
*Captain P Chambers LLB MBA  
(from 13/02/24)

DEFENCE FORCES COMRADES 
ASSOCIATION (DEFOCA) KENYA
Defence Adviser, Kenya High Commission 
Mr O Marsh

BRITISH LEGION KENYA
Lieutenant Colonel ADT Barkas

AFRICA PIONEER CORPS (LESOTHO)
Major U Cleminson CBE BEM TD 
Mrs M Gordon-Roe MBE

THE KINGS AFRICAN VETERANS TRUST 
(MALAWI)
* Brigadier DA Williams MBE (to 06/12/23)

MALAYSIAN EX-BRITISH ARMY 
ASSOCIATION
* Brigadier JCL King MBE 
* Colonel MM Slattery RRC (to 06/12/23)

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION MALTA
Lieutenant Colonel JF Falzon BEM

EX-SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF 
MAURITIUS
HE The High Commissioner for Mauritius 
Captain LJ Gill

HELP FOR FORGOTTEN ALLIES 
(MYANMAR)
Mr R Bruce 
Mr PCC Mitchell

MOTHS IN NAMIBIA

ROYAL NEW ZEALAND RETURNED & 
SERVICES’ ASSOCIATION INC
* Colonel AJ Martin ONZM 
Mr S Fitzpatrick ONZM

NIGERIAN LEGION
General Dr Yakubu Gowon

COMMONWEALTH EX-SERVICES TRUST 
(PAKISTAN)
Brigadier AE Berry OBE 
Brigadier BP Edwards OBE

PAKISTAN ARMED SERVICES BOARD
Army & Air Adviser, Pakistan High 
Commission

ST. LUCIA EX-SERVICE LEAGUE OF RCEL
Mrs E Mullings-Smith MSc BSc (Hons) FRSA 
Warren Officer 2 L S Cadet

ROYAL ST. VINCENT LEGION RCEL
Mr H Moore MBE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SCOTLAND
* �Lieutenant Commander MR Hawthorn 

MBE RN (to 20/05/24), Doctor C Armstrong

SEYCHELLES EX-SERVICEMEN FUND
Mr B Silver 
Lieutenant Colonel C N R Preira

SIERRA LEONE EX-SERVICEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION
Mr P Manion 
Major General AR Freer OBE

SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
* Major General CH Elliott CVO CBE 
Major R Mattushek

SRI LANKA EX-SERVICEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION
Captain (Doctor) C S Nanayakkara 
Lt Cdr Kapila De Alwis

TANZANIA EX-SERVICES ASSOCIATION
Colonel AEW Stormer

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO LEGION
* Mr A Holmes OBE (to 06/12/23)

TURKS & CAICOS EX-SERVICEMEN’S 
LEGION

UGANDA EX-SERVICEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION IN RCEL
Major GF Correa MBE 
Major RD Patrick MBE

EX-SERVICEMEN’S LEAGUE OF ZAMBIA
Defence Adviser, Zambia High Commission

ZANE (ZIMBABWE A NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY)
Major General AI Ramsay CBE DSO 
Brigadier P Lawless SCR

THE LEGION, ZIMBABWE
Major General AI Ramsay CBE DSO 
Brigadier P Lawless SCR

* Denotes Trustee of the League and 
member of the Executive Committee



ANNEX M 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT OF THE DOMINION COMMAND 
CONVENTION COMMITTEE TO THE 
DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
File: 19-1 

 
B. Lawrence - Chair 

   
B. Chafe - Member 

R. Hayley - Coordinator 
T. Backer - Assistant Coordinator 

S. Clark - Ex Officio 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS FOR DECISION          
 
There are no actions for consideration at this time. 
 
 
THE WAY AHEAD: COMMITTEE PLANS / GOALS        
 
 
2024 DOMINION CONVENTION 
 
The 2024 Convention was recently held 24-28 August 2024 in Saint John, NB. The first 
in person convention held in 6 years witnessed the introduction of electronic registration 
for in person attendance, an electronic convention report and resolution book, and 
electronic voting for senior elected officer positions. 
 
2026 DOMINION CONVENTION  
 
The 2026 Convention is scheduled for 22-26 August 2026 in Winnipeg, MB. This 
convention will celebrate our centenary. Contractual agreements are finalized, and a 
pre-convention site visit occurred in September. Next scheduled site visit will be the Fall 
of 2025. 
 
 
2028 DOMINION CONVENTION 
 
The 2028 Convention is scheduled for 17-24 August 2028 in Saskatoon, SK. 
 
2030 DOMINION CONVENTION 
 
The 2030 Convention is scheduled for 16-21 August 2030 in London, ON.  
 
 



ANNEX M 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 
 
2032 DOMINION CONVENTION 
 
BC is currently being considered as the site for the 2032 Convention but remains in stages 
of research.  
 
 
I move acceptance of my report. 











ANNEX O 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT OF THE DOMINION COMMAND 
VETERANS CONSULTATION ASSEMBLY 
TO THE DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

File: 10-2 
 

L. Murray - Chair 
B. Lawrence - Vice Chair 
S. Clark - Coordinator 
C. Hughes - Assistant Coordinator 

 
 

DATE OF LAST MEETING(S):  26 October 2024 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Fall 2025 (TBD) 
 
ACTION ITEMS FOR DECISION          
 
The committee has no action items at this time. 
 
 
THE WAY AHEAD: COMMITTEE PLANS / GOALS        
 
Seventeen Veterans organizations were represented at the October 2024 meeting of 
the Veterans Consultation Assembly.   
 
The Chair of the Veterans Review and Appeal Board, Chris MacNeil, presented an 
update on the VRAB; its mission and priorities for the coming year.  This was followed 
by The Concussion Legacy Foundation Canada, presented by Executive Director Tim 
Fleiszer, who spoke of Project Enlist, Operation Brain Health and brain injury in the 
Canadian military.  The third presentation was an update on the Heroes Mending on the 
Fly initiative, by National Director Gervais Jeffrey and Orest Babij, National Secretary. 
 
The consensus of the attending organizations was to issue a letter to the Minister of 
Veterans Affairs to outline the areas of priority focus as determined by the group:  

• Recognize, adopt and implement into policy the available medical research on 
brain injuries, including creating an entitlement eligibility guideline for TBI 

• Conduct a review of all previous disability partial entitlements to provide an 
immediate increase 

• Address and resolve the key financial deficiencies between the Pension Act and 
the Veterans Well Being Act 

 
In addition, separate correspondence will be issued to the Minister of Veterans Affairs 
endorsing the Heroes Mending on the Fly initiative, recommending funding 
consideration through the Veterans and Family Well-Being Fund be considered. 



ANNEX P 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 

REPORT OF THE DOMINION COMMAND 
GOING FORWARD COMMITTEE TO THE 

DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
23 NOVEMBER 2024 

File: 10-1-1 

B. Lawrence  - Chair
G. Pond - Vice Chair

B. Julian - Member
V. MacGregor - Member

S. McKeown - Member
J. Carleton - Member

B. Chafe
L. Murray

-
- 

Member
Member

D. Gordon - Advisor
S. Clark - Coordinator

R. Hayley - Assistant Coordinator

DATE OF LAST MEETING:  27 July 2022 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  TBC 

ACTION ITEMS FOR DECISION 

No action items for decision. 

THE WAY AHEAD: COMMITTEE PLANS / GOALS 



ANNEX Q 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

REPORT OF THE DOMINION COMMAND 
EQUALITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION (EDI) COMMITTEE TO 

DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
23 NOVEMBER 2024 

File: 32 
 

V. MacGregor - Chair 
M. Emery - Vice-Chair 
B. Chafe - Member 

M. Fryday-Cook - Member 
G. Pond - Member 

E. Poissant - Committee Coordinator 
M. Ouellette - Assistant Committee Coordinator 

 
 
DATE OF LAST MEETING: 30 October 2024 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  TBD 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS FOR DECISION       
 

No action items at this time. 
 
 
THE WAY AHEAD: COMMITTEE PLANS / GOALS        
 

1. The committee will continue to promote our National EDI Statement at all levels 
of the organization.  

 
2. The committee is investigating methods of delivering EDI training; budget and 

method of distribution to be determined. 
 

3. Consultation is in progress with Dominion Marketing & Communications staff 
regarding creation of a web link on the Legion.ca portal to share EDI documents 
and information within the RCL.  
 

4. Development of a strategy to implement the National EDI policy at Provincial, 
District/Zone and Branch levels in coordination with Provincial Commands.  
 
 

5. The committee will continue Update the action priorities. 
 
 
I move approval of my report. 
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REPORT OF THE DOMINION COMMAND 
CENTENARY COMMITTEE TO 

DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
23 NOVEMBER 2024 

 
File: 48-20 

V. MacGregor - Chair 
M. Fryday-Cook - Vice-Chair 

C.Thompson - BC-YK Representative 
D. Bolduc - AB-NWT Representative 

C. Pederson - SK Representative 
G. Conrad Davey - MB-NWO Representative 

G. Pond - ON representative 
J. St-Laurent - QC Representative 

T. McEvoy - NB Representative 
D. MacEwen - PEI Representative 

B. Meadus - NL Representative 
K. Merola - TVS Representative 

C. Cook - OSI Representative 
S. Clark - Ex-Officio 

L. Murray - Ex-Officio 
B. Lawrence - Ex-Officio 

T. Backer - Committee Coordinator 
J. Ryan - Assistant Coordinator  

 
 
DATE OF LAST MEETING: 24 August 2024 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  TBD 2024 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS FOR DECISION       
 
No action items for consideration. 
 
 
THE WAY AHEAD: COMMITTEE PLANS / GOALS        
 
The Committee continues to advance its major initiatives for the 100th anniversary of the 
RCL. This next year is crucial for getting plans and resources in place for the Centenary 
year of 2026. The committee is planning to meet before the end of the year to revisit 
ongoing plans as well as to ensure that respective project timelines are met throughout 
2025.  
 
 
I move approval of my report. 
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REPORT OF CANVET PUBLICATIONS LTD. TO 
DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 
 

File: 
 

B. Lawrence - Board Vice-Chair 
B. Chafe - Secretary 

T. Bursey - Director 
S. Clark - Director 

B. Julian - Director 
V. MacGregor - Director 

S. McKeown - Director 
G. Pond - Director 

 
 
DATE OF LAST MEETING(S): April 24, 2024, August 29, 2024 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: November 22, 2024 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In 2024, Canvet will see a modest surplus. The publishing industry has remained stable 
and with the subscription increase beginning in 2025, Canvet is well positioned for the 
future.  
 
SUBSIDY REVENUE 
 
Once again, Canvet received the Canada Periodical Fund (CPF) subsidy in 2024. The 
funding was awarded for Legion Magazine and Canada’s Ultimate Story (CUS). 
 
In 2023, Canvet received $939,269. This year, the CPF awarded a combined cheque for 
$914,431, 2.64 per cent ($24,838) lower than last year. The reason for this decrease in 
funding is due to the CPF phasing in a new formula to calculate the maximum amount of 
subsidy for Canadian publications. In the past, the formula was based on the 
publication’s Canadian circulation, but it is now based on Canadian content. This new 
formula is being phased in over a four-year period. Twenty-five per cent of the new 
formula was applied in 2021, 50 per cent in 2022, 75 per cent in 2023 and 100 per cent 
in 2024. Canvet’s publications consist of 100 per cent Canadian content, so with this new 
formula, Canvet received another slight decrease in 2024 but then should stabilize at the 
maximum subsidy. This bodes well for the future of Canvet’s subsidy under the new 
formula.  
 
The subsidy comes with clear rules for inclusion and the Department of Canadian 
Heritage must continue to be confident that Legion Magazine and CUS are independent 
publications and that Canvet is an independent publisher. Any periodicals “that primarily 
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reports on the activities or promotes the interests of the organization” will be excluded 
from receiving funding. 
 
 
Canvet’s budgets are dependent on support from the federal government. The 
government year is from April 1 to March 31, while Canvet’s is the calendar year, so the 
amounts in the operating budget reflect that variation. 
EDITORIAL  
 
In 2024, Canvet published six issues of Legion Magazine, four issues of CUS, six French 
inserts and a French and English eBook titled Veterans Benefits Guide (56 pages) which 
is free to all veterans and their families.  
 
Canvet also produces websites, eBlasts, including a weekly e-newsletter showcasing 
Front Lines Weekly and Military Milestones, the Military Moments video series and 
podcasts. 

  
In 2025, Legion Magazine issues will showcase coverage of Remembrance Day and 
articles about the Heroes of the empire, The last bombers, Battle of Fish Creek, Victory 
1945, and much more.  

  
Again, four CUS issues are scheduled: Canada and liberation of the Netherlands – 80 
years on; Victory!; Canada’s unheralded battles and O Canada – War and hockey. 
 
In addition to translations of articles from the English edition, each French insert includes 
an original article on a topic from French Canada’s military history.  
 
Canvet will also publish its first hard cover military history book later this year. It is titled 
On War: Exploring how and why we fight. War correspondent Stephen J. Thorne, with 
more than 40-years of award-winning words and pictures, delves into what has been 
described as humankind’s greatest failure. This book was fully produced within Canvet’s 
2024 Operating Budget. 
 
WWW.LEGIONMAGAZINE.COM AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
In 2024, legionmagazine.com will have more than 3 million visits, and it continues to 
grow yearly. The site showcases our award-winning interactive websites, historic photo 
archives, podcasts, videos and the Last Post database, which includes more than 
210,000 names to date. Canvet continues to produce videos in the Military Milestones 
series with three more published this year. 
 
MEMBER BENEFITS PACKAGE  
 
The Royal Canadian Legion (RCL) Member Benefits Package (MBP) offers discounts for 
members through IRIS Eyewear, Medipac Travel Insurance, Alliances by Arbor 

http://www.legionmagazine.com/
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Memorial, Canadian Safe Step Walk-in Tub Co., ChipReverse Mortgage by HomeEquity 
Bank, HearingLife Advantage, belairdirect car and home insurance, Blowes and Stewart 
Travel Group Ltd., Ultramatic Adjustable Beds and Mattresses, Red Wireless – Rogers 
Authorized Dealer, and Upper Canada Wills & Estates. Not only do the partners offer 
member discounts but they also contribute significant funding to Legion programs. 
Canvet offers the partners exclusive advertising rates, so they reach an exclusive market 
as an endorsed partner. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This report is for information only. 
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REPORT OF THE  
LEGION NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

TO THE DOMINION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
October 2024 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
T. Irvine - Chair 

B. Julian - Vice-Chair 
L. Murray - Director 

A. Siew - Director 
B. Burnham - Director 

S. Clark - National Executive Director 
R. Hayley - National Coordinator 

B. Ngarachu - Director of Development 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
This report is provided for the information of the Dominion Executive Council. The Foundation’s 
Board of Directors last met on 22 October 2024. 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
The Legion National Foundation continues to garner support and raise funds through a variety of 
channels, including gifts from institutional partners, foundations, and corporations. A significant 
portion of funds raised are through one-time and monthly contributions. Legacy Giving remains a 
key focus giving area with the LNF having been the beneficiary of two bequests.  
 
The Legion Magazine appeal card continues to attract donors. In the latest French edition of the 
magazine, a targeted appeal was featured, helping to expand LNF reach and engage new 
audiences. 
 
The signature fundraiser of the year, Digital Poppy, returns October 25 to November 11, with the 
goal of generating significant support for the work of the LNF. This year, the process for obtaining 
a Digital Poppy has been streamlined to encourage participation from Canadians of all ages. 
Additionally, new dynamic assets have been created to boost online engagement, while the 
campaign has welcomed four corporate sponsors, furthering visibility, and fundraising efforts. 
 
The Pilgrimage program has been expanded to include a Highlight Tour, which is open to both 
Legion and non-Legion members. This new 8-day condensed version of the Pilgrimage of 
Remembrance offers a unique and meaningful experience. Participants will be responsible for 
their own travel expenses, in addition to a $4,000 donation to the LNF. The inaugural tour, 
scheduled for May 2025, will welcome 30 participants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX T 
TO THE DEC MINUTES 

23 NOVEMBER 2024 

DISBURSEMENTS 
 
The Board of Directors has approved a disbursement of $200,000 to Veterans House Canada, 
along with a $25,000 contribution to the Juno Beach Centre Association and a $17,000 donation 
to King’s University College.  
 
The Legion National Foundation Board of Directors is scheduled to meet next, in December 
2024. 
 
This report is provided for the information of the Dominion Executive Council. 



A Journey of Healing



Who are we?
• A group of serving and retired CAF members who are passionate 

about fly fishing and passionate about helping other members and 
veterans overcome illness and injury

• A registered Not For Profit Corporation (CRA: 73685-1338 RC0001)
• Over 75 volunteers across Canada
• Since 2019, we have worked with over 1200 veterans across the 

country—currently 120 going through the program
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Heroes Mending on the Fly 
Canada (HMFC)  is dedicated 
to the physical and emotional 
rehabilitation of disabled 
active military service 
personnel and disabled 
veterans through fly fishing 
and associated activities 
including education and 
outings. 

MISSION

3



Why Fly Fishing?
Fly fishing is used as a therapy because it combines physical, mental, and 
emotional elements that can help people cope with trauma and stress. Here 
are several reasons why it's effective:

• Calming and Mindful Activity.
• Connection with Nature
• Gentle Physical Activity
• Sense of Accomplishment
• Social Connection and Camaraderie
• Therapeutic Rhythm
• Focus on Problem-Solving

The holistic benefits of fly fishing—its physical, emotional, and social 
aspects—make it a powerful tool for rehabilitation, especially for those dealing 
with PTSD or recovering from injuries.
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Our emphasis is on providing these activities to existing and 
retired members of the Canadian Armed Forces.  Participants 
from other organizations such as the RCMP, other Canadian 
Police Members, Firefighters and EMS personnel, may be 
included in the activities promoted by Heroes Mending on the 
Fly Canada if resources allow. 



Structure
National 

Executive 
(Ottawa)

Ontario

Ottawa 

Hamilton

Quebec

Quebec City

Rimouski

Montreal

Sherbrooke

Trois Rivieres

New Brunswick

Oromocto

Bathurst 

PEI Newfoundland 
& Labrador

Central NL
Grand Falls

St John’s

Nova Scotia

Halifax

Yarmouth

BC

Victoria

Campbell River

Alberta

Hanna

Edmonton
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“Everything is okay because you are with friends. They 
share your love of fishing but also get it when you talk 

about your situation—things your family and 
old friends can’t understand.” 



Our Basics
• Administratively lean organization

• No paid staff---all volunteers
• No offices or permanent infrastructure
• No “trophy” trips

• Bottom up, decentralized execution
• Provincial and local chapters have a great deal of leeway to plan their 

activities, conduct outreach and find support
• National Executive provides oversight and coordination

• All activities, equipment and material provided at no cost to the 
participants

• Emphasis is on protracted engagement with our participants
• Year-long plan of activity, not just ”one off” trips
• Build a community, establish friendships

7

“This program is wonderful; it helped me to meet other people who have the same kind of 
problem and experience as me. Mainly the fly-tying course, I would even be willing to pay a 
minimum to live this experience.” 



Program Activities

8

• Continuous instructional sessions (Fall-Spring)
• Fly-tying 101, 201 and 301 (beginner, intermediate, 

advanced)
• Fly fishing for beginners, intermediate and advanced
• Fly rod building ( to be added) 

• Fly fishing outings (Spring-Fall)
• Day trips
• Multi-day fishing outings 



Funding
• 2023 Program Delivery Cost: ~$235,000

• 271 participants in fly-tying classes
• 315 participants in 26 outings

• Largest source of funding was the Royal Canadian Legion
• Dominion Command ($35,000), Provincial and local chapters ($109,000)
• 2023: Canada Legacy Project provided $20,000 (one off)
• Individual donors: ~$9,000/year

• Provincial and local HMOTF chapters have established relationships 
with local legions and receive support

• We are always looking for opportunities to seek funding elsewhere 

9

“Any day on the river is a good day—even if it’s raining and the fish aren’t biting. It doesn’t 
matter because you have the perfect peace you need to get through the day and take 
away the stress.”



Corporate Supporters
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These companies donate equipment and/or fly-tying material or 
provide it at a discount to HMOTF



Activities: Margaree River

• Multi-day Atlantic Salmon 
fishing experience on the 
world-famous Margaree River 
in Cape Breton Island

• Culminating activity for the 
year-long Nova Scotia program

• Has received support from the 
Cheticamp Legion

11



Activities: Scotsman’s Point Resort

• Family long-weekend fishing 
experience in Ontario

• Includes:
• Non-fishing activities for non-

fishing family members
• Engagement with a local First 

Nation
• Social activities

• Featured in the New Fly Fisher 
program (available on You 
Tube)

12



RECOGNITION
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Questions?

14
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ITEM 17: MEETINGS AND INVITATIONS 
 

DOMINION COMMAND MEETINGS AND INVITATION LIST 
 
2024  
19 Nov RCMP Commissioner visit to Legion House (1300 hrs) 
19 Nov PED Meeting (Zoom) 
21 Nov RCEL/Investment Committee, Legion House 
22 Nov President’s Christmas Reception, Legion House 
23 Nov DEC, Legion House 
17 Dec PED Meeting (Zoom) 

 
2025  
2-4 May Alberta-NWT Command Convention, Stony Plain, AB 
10-13 May Ontario Provincial Convention, London, ON 
17-19 May Quebec Provincial Convention, Quebec City, QC 
17-19 May NS/NU Command Convention, Antigonish, NS, 
23-25 May PEI Provincial Command Convention, Wellington Station 
5-8 June BC/Yukon Command Convention, Kamloops, BC 
13-15 June MAN&NWO Command Convention, Winnipeg, MB 
23-27 Aug. NLFD/LAB Command Convention, Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL 
19-21 Sep. NB Provincial Convention, Branch #58 -Kennebecasis, Saint John 
27-29 Sep. Saskatchewan Provincial Convention, Saskatoon, SK 
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